
Union County Historical Society 

Two friends were talking and in their conversation a vision was born . . . the desire for 

Union County to have a Historical Society.  Larry Strehle and Mike Moore worked 

diligently in the first months to make this venture become a reality. Together, they sent 

out newsletters and talked to countless individuals to spread interest in their vision. They 

held the first meeting to share their ideas with those that also believed in this new 

venture. The newly formed group had a purpose, to find a location to house all the 

memorabilia the group had collected for exhibit. They secured a house on East McElroy 

Street from the City of Morganfield and the small Murray Jones house became home to 

the first Union County museum.  

The growth of Morganfield caused the museum to lose their first home, but it was not 

long before a new site was found. Union County Fiscal Court acquired the ‘Old Officers 

Club’ that was part of the Camp Breckinridge Military Reservation during World War II. 

The Fiscal Court graciously agreed to house the Union County Historical Society and 

Museum.  The members of the society were excited as they were not only getting a new 

home for their memorabilia, but they were also going to be housed in a historically 

significant building in Union County. The Old Officers Club contains beautiful murals 

painted by prisoners during their incarceration at Camp Breckinridge.  Most of the 

murals can be credited to a German POW, Daniel Mayer. Union County Historical Society 

contacted Mayer’s daughter, Martha Bolg, to share her father’s legacy to the building that 

houses the museum. Bolg had the opportunity to visit the Old Officers Club and view her 

father’s work.  

Once the move took place, the building was renamed to James D. Veatch Camp Breckinridge 

Museum and Arts Center. Correspondence was sent out and soon veterans from across the 

United States sent monetary donations as well as memorabilia from their bygone days at 

Camp Breckinridge. These veterans also shared their fond memories of the time they 

spent on this military base.  

The grand opening was held in April 2000. The Union County Advocate reported, “There 

was standing room only for this celebration. The citizens of Union County were excited 

to see the Fiscal Court preserve this building and the POW murals painted on the walls 

of the building.” Today, visitors, tourists and school children visit the museum to learn 

about the history of Union County. 


